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Atmospheric Rivers

 Concentrated streams of 
water vapor

 Can be 1000+ miles long and 
275+ miles wide

 ARs can account for most of 
the precipitation in California 
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Recent Atmospheric Rivers 

 Nine between December 26 
and January 17

 Five were of strong or 
greater magnitude

 California averaged 6.5 
strong or greater magnitude 
ARs per water year since 
2012

 California experienced 13 
strong or greater magnitude 
ARs in Water Year 2017
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WY 2023

WY 2022

WY 2017

Northern Sierra Precipitation 8-Station Index (Through Jan. 30, 2023)
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Statewide Snow Water Content – Percent of April 1 Average

Water Year 2023
(current Year)

Water Year 2022

Max
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California Reservoir Storage

Lake Oroville

San Luis Reservoir
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Colorado River Basin Conditions 

 Upper Colorado Basin-January 30, 2023: 

 Precipitation 128% of normal

 Snow water equivalent 147% of normal

 Lake Powell 22% full (5.5 MAF)

 Lower Colorado Basin-January 23, 2023:

 Lake Mead 28% full  (7.3 MAF)
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Local Precipitation – Water Year 2023 *

* October 1, 2022 – January 30, 2023

Station Actual % Normal

Lindbergh 
Field

7.54 in. 156%

Ramona 
Airport

12.61 in. 187%

Lindbergh Field- January 16
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California Storms– January 2023

California various floodings through 
January 10, 2023:

 Roadway flooding and mudslides in 

Fresno

 Flooding and uprooted trees within 

city of Sacramento

 Evacuations and road closures in 

Santa Barbara

 City of Gilroy in Santa Clara County 

was underwater on January 9th
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Current Condition– January 2023

SanDiegoCountyWaterAuthority
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Thank You! 
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