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Drought Resiliency Workgroup  
Proposed Evaluation Criteria for Drought Response Project/Program 

 

• Shortage depth 
during single 
year and 
mulitple year 
droughts 

Drought 
Reliability

•Time to 
implement

•Time to realize 
benefits (i.e., 
long-term vs 
short-term 
benefits)

Realization 
of Benefits

•Present value 
unit cost, 
including capital, 
O&M and water 
purchase cost 

Cost 
efficiency

• Impact on water 
quality (e.g. 
recharge of 
imported water)

Water 
Quality

•Use of local 
resources

Institutional 
Indepenenc
e 

•Benefits to 
underrepresente
d communities 

URC 
Consideratio
n 

• Stakeholder 
support, 
environmental 
and permitting 
compliance and 
operational ease

Implementa
bility

•Adapt to 
potential 
changes within 
and outside of 
region -
scalability 

Adaptability 

•Provide more 
than one one 
benefit

Multibenefit 
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Opportunities for Regional Value-Add 

Conservation Water Loss Control  Water Recycling/Reuse  

Education & Outreach  Leak detection/testing Education & messaging 

Ethics of water use Leak repair resources (e.g., 

plumbing services, subsidies) 

Affordability/cost analysis 

New technologies Infrastructure 

maintenance/upgrades 

Technology for small systems 

Upfront incentives Agency system optimization  Access for small systems 

Recognition of existing low 

water use 

Identifying water overuse Permitting reform  

Accessibility of rebates Water use software Codes for new development & 

consistency across the County  

 

Priority Drought Response Project Concepts 

Conservation Water Loss Control  Water Recycling/Reuse  

Rebate Programs Leak detection/testing Rainwater storage programs 

(e.g., cisterns) 

Native vegetation partnerships 

with nurseries 

Leak repair resources (e.g., 

plumbing services, subsidies) 

Greywater programs 

Water use efficiency programs 

targeting highest water users 

Infrastructure 

maintenance/upgrades 

Policy reform for rainwater 

capture/greywater use 

 Water use software  

 Database for direct installers & 

certified plumbers 

 

 


